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Goals: In this course, students learn the basic concepts, conceptual framework, and methodology of
evaluating the effects of rural development projects and, based on that, prepare an evaluation of one of
the rural development projects.

Headlines
1= The importance, necessity, and function of evaluation in the planning process of rural development

2- An overview of the fundamental concepts of evaluation (and related to it) in rural development
projects (supervision, monitoring, reporting, evaluation, effect, consequence, achievement, etc.);

3- Experiences in preparation and evaluation of rural development policies, programs, and plans in the
world and Iran (the rural lens experience in Canada, ....);

4- Objectives (or aspects) of evaluation (Relevance, Efficiency, Effectiveness, Utility, Stability)
5- Traditions, approaches, and patterns of evaluation
6- A) evaluation traditions (evaluative, descriptive, judgmental, and dialogue and negotiation);

7- b) evaluation approaches (adaptive approach, functional approach, interactive approach, clarifying
approach, impact evaluation, etc.);

8- ¢) Evaluation patterns (goal-free approach, achievement approach (based on goal, need basis,
process-result, etc.).

9- Evaluation process of rural development plans
10- evaluation methodology of rural development plans;

11- An analysis of the hindering and promoting factors affecting the process of evaluating rural
development plans (interference of managers, credit resources, time, ....);

12- Evaluation of a rural development plan by students in the form of a workshop
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